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Tue Honesty oF 4 Famous Supermarker,
Reveacen sy 4 Daverrer-iv-Law'’s
Suooen Uree

It was midday during a dry spell in the rainy season
when Fko (61) came from Zushi to visit the home of
her daughterinlaw Sko (31) in Setagaya.

“Since I had already come as far as Shibuya, 1 just
dropped by to see my grandchild’s face.”

For Sko, her mother-inlaw was more frightening
than a demon. Sko did everything she could to be a
good hostess for Fko. Later, her motherinlaw took S-
ko’s daughter for a walk.

Sko breathed a sigh of relief. As she relaxed, Sko felt
hungry, and her eyes suddenly came to rest upon the
bag of doughnuts that her mother-in-law had bought at
K-nokuniya, a luxury supermarket nearby. Fko had said
that she was going to take the doughnuts home to
Zushi.

Sko thought at first, “I really shouldn’t touch them.”

But hunger is stronger than reason. She opened the
bag and found six doughnuts inside.

5



Honesty of a Famous Supermarket

(7203 7 B4R B 2o )

LLEWTENRD L, Ny s OBEEAAD IZTEIC
RLTBW, 29 L1305 hliiE, SEdr R
Ey F—=FVEEHITT, WETIF> Twoz,

LIRS, ETIRSEFTE A, Lohl., —
TREY 2 VDIZED DN 2h 5 K2,

[ KTOK/EBRNZIALZIAZTERAT! |

L. 2oz K ERICEA =50 R#EO TS,
K/ EREOHYEZEHWEIT L, BHagl—FI1Z, AT
Mo F—Fy—lx%AERFICIHZ, WEGEB &R
BOBRTEEDNPF AT ETTHIRIZEZIZOTH 5,
FECREAD, MFIE, BB IZZ0-O R
KAWLV .

FT%AboRUcid,

[EF25CK / ERE7ED—] ‘

EREEB. AR S T & AR LT - 7,
bbBA. FNEMOZSTEAR, HHEEN, =
DOREIL, BHFEFCTHFH->TITZ ) EECPLLTW
5o

16



Honesty of a Famous Supermarket

“Maybe she won’t notice if I eat only one,” Sko
thought. She hurriedly ate a doughnut and carefully re-
closed the package.

Fko returned from her walk none the wiser. Quite
satisfied with herself, she left for home carrying the bag
of doughnuts.

But sure enough, when Fko returned to Zushi, she
noticed that one doughnut was missing. That’s when
the trouble started.

“I can’t believe that, of all the stores in Japan, K-
nokuniya would make such a mistake!” Fko immedi-
ately called K-nokuniya to complain. The call dragged
on for thirty minutes. Fko was too much for the per-
son handling the matter at K-nokuniya. The first thing
the next morning, clutching a single 80-yen doughnut
as if their lives depended on it, the sales clerk and the
floor supervisor came to F-ko’s home to apologize. One
way, it had taken more than two hours. When asked,
the sales clerk said she had left home at five o’clock
that morning,

Fko was greatly impressed. “That’s K-nokuniya for
you!” she said.

She spread the story around to her friends and Sko.
Of course, when Sko heard what had happened, her
face turned deathly pale. She has firmly resolved to take
the secret to her grave.

7
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la
. ;}2 . :‘;73 L B9 HW . ?u:i\/;‘
Title: ED T F L THIDFH A —I3N— DI E

& IR yome daughterinlaw / 7 s dekigokoro (bad) impulse
/ TH1% de shir to find out from; to be shown by / A
% yimei famous / A —/¥— supermarket / P sei
honesty; sincerity

£ 7% is usually written {1 .[\. Katakana is often sub-
stituted for kanji or hiragana in informal writing as a
kind of playful emphasis. / The phrases #&? 7% .[» TA
% and H% A — 73— @ both modify k.

1b

& 7z f}:@ I Z SALwHvn f;ﬁ, I k3
HHEDSF3A (=—) BIZ, EFIHED
Lwiykwy L7 Z HLLwHInh ReEA

i FF3A (N—) PRRTaold,

OB NEORD = & 75572,
-

4 Setagaya residential area in western Tokyo / S ¥
& A Eswkosan Ms. S, Sko /| =— w =T —j& sawjit
issai 31 years old / % takn home, residence / 12 Zushi
city near Kamakura, about 50 km south of central Tokyo
/ Wi shitome motherindaw / G542 T X7z tazunete kita
came to visit / HERY ssuyu the rainy season, which usually
comes to all of Japan except Hokkaido in June / F5#L[H
harema a brief dry spell

18
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AT w G5 azunern | 72 v KD kuru

The word % can come immediately after a person’s name
without a connecting ®, so S & A% means “Sko’s
home.” / The phrase 1= IZfE &l modifies FF & A,
so ZFIZELH. FF 3 A means “Fko, (S-ko’s)
motherindaw, who lives in Zushi” / The topic of this
sentence is F 3 ADRRATE72DIE “(the time
when) Fko came to visit”; the @ is a nominalizing parti-
cle. This topic is linked by the copula 72572 to HgE’ D
B D/E D Z & The core meaning of the sentence is
thus “the time when Fko came to visit was around mid-
day during a brief dry spell in the rainy season.”

The principal characters in the “Dekigotology” stories,
and in many similar articles in the popular press, are
identified by their initials. The ¥~ in S -f- marks it as a
woman’s name, perhaps 3 Sachiko or Y- Shizuko.
The motherinlaw F ¥~ might be X Fumiko or ¥
Fujiko. Not all women’s names end in ¥, however, and
sometimes you may see names like H3E (for &3
Harumi) or A% (for %25 Anna). / The ages —— and
7N— are written in kanji here because that is how they
appeared in the original vertically-printed article. In hori-
zontal Japanese text, the numbers would normally be writ-
ten as 31 and 61. / The kanji %fi is not one of the 1,945
characters of the & &5 joyo kanji list recommended
by the Japanese government for general use. Aside from
school textbooks and newspapers, few publications adhere
rigorously to that list, and the student of Japanese who
learns only the HH# ¥ will remain incompletely liter-
ate.

19



Honesty of a Famous Supermarket

1c

L&y R &

i 0B P
[(ER T TRZDL, brobfhopE Rl

& (%% Shibuya a major business, shopping, and entertain-
ment area on the west side of central Tokyo / % mago
grandchild / BH kao face

gy K- KD kuu ) W o WD mir

-£ What Fko means to say at the end of this sentence is ©
Yo LFROBEE FIZK72A T “T just dropped by to
see my grandchild’s face.” Fko’s omission of the verb is a
breezy, familiar style that is common in speech and infor-
mal writing, The stories in this book contain many verb-
less sentences. / The symbols [ and | are used here as
quotation marks. Called #4455\ kagi kakko “key brackets”
because of their resemblance to Japanese L-shaped keys
(89 kagi), these marks are also used for emphasis and to
indicate proper names, as in 1g and 6;.

1d

Bl Zh Lw)kd
STFEAIRESTIIR LD IE TH A,

2 S T2 AL o TIX Ewkosan ni totte wa for Sko, in S
ko’s opinion / 5 oni devil; demon / ffi\v: kowai fright-
ening

-* The topic phrase of this sentence is understood to be F
TS AL

X Conflicts between married women and their husbands’
mothers are a frequent theme of popular fiction and tele-
vision dramas, reflecting, perhaps, the prevalence of such
conflicts in real life.

20
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le

v o Hw Z 2/?)\, [T} 2
Vol FWEHICH TR LR, BaEEnT
SA T

BRIV TH b o7z,

¥\ o 1 ¥\ ser fppai as much as possible, with a total ef
fort / %M X { aiso yoku cheerfully; warmly / & T7 L
72 entertained (her) / % ato after / IR musume daughter /
EJ)]

AT ssurete taking along / B2 sanpo ni for a walk
/ o T 5572 had gone; [lit.] received (her) going

bThL7w bTRT /ENT w #END surern /
WoTw T dhu/ dbbo7cw b5

The subject of % T L7z and 5 o772 is ST A,
and the subject of LT and V> T 1s F - & A.

1f

The image of a daughter-in-law playing the perfect hostess
while secretly fearing her motherinlaw would be familiar
to many Japanese readers.

[ORA%E]
7]_\‘ \y & —1%\0

breath

& Ry & with relief / —& hitotki a short rest; [lit.] one

£ As in la, the katakana in 7k v & indicate a mild empha-

sis, similar to italic type in English. This word appears in
dictionaries as (¥ &. / Again the verb is omitted. The
full idiom is — 8.2 < hitoiki tsuku “to take a breather.”
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Ig
GHBATECD, BlEE S STEAL &

=
B

R A 0 A zw—k/ﬁéjfﬁ

k@

-
Lwied b 7

EE L2

STl F—F DRI AT 57,

SDFKEATS ki ga yurunda relaxed; became less tense, less
vigilant; [lit.] the & 4/ became slack / '\ because / 2%
I8 kifukn empty stomach; hunger / W 2 7= oboeta felt /
5 & suddenly / ¥ K D chikaku no nearby / Wik kokyi
high-class; luxury / [ K / [EE| Kénokuniya abbreviated
name of supermarket / B © 72 katta purchased / £ \2 9
to i, to yi which (Fko) said (she bought) / F—F+ >V ®
4¢ donatsu no fukuro bag of doughnuts / HA51EF 572
me ga tomatta (Sko) noticed; [lit.] (Sko’s) eye stopped on

KEATE w fBL yurumu | HR T2 v HR 5 oboern /| B
572w B kau ) 1LF o7 w 1L F D tomaru

The phrase %A% A 72827 means “perhaps because
she relaxed,” explaining why S-ko suddenly felt hungry. /
The topicmarker (& wa after Skosan has been elided. /
While ‘K. 2. % often means “to remember” or “to learn,”

here its meaning is “to feel.” / #fi is the subject of H -
72./ S+ A s the topic for H2%1EF o 7-.

Tokyo residents would recognize K / [E|fZ as #d / ElJ=E
Kinokuniya, a luxury supermarket that sells imported food.
(There’s also an international chain of bookstores called

Kinokuniya, but they write their name A B =)
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1h

SEFOAER Evio TuRpb

<>—
N —

2

- 1%
Beivbh) & SERE 7000, %H
FHE L )L,

HEH jitakuyo for use at one’s home / & V2o T\Wn7z
E)

M5 to itte ita kara because (F-ko) had said that / F % I}
B2\ fe o dasenai cannot touch; cannot get involved in

/ 12 (shows mild exclamation; ’used by female speakers)

/ bDD mono no but / ZENFIIIVEX VSR L kafuku
wa risei yori tsuyoshi hunger is stronger than reason
% w T dasu

E

WoTw 59 moryi/ 72w WD/ HELRWV =
Bo7z e B9 omou

The kanji H is used as a suffix in many expressions simi-
lar to HH5EH. Examples include % kyakuyo “for use
by guests,” FH gun’yo “for military use,” and *LH shayo
“for company use.” / The parentheses in (Z

JIEFE
tive 58\ suyor “strong” / F ¥ 3 A is understood to be
of ¥ 7%\ and &

¥ 7 vibA) and in 1j indicate S-ko’s unspoken
the subject of \» > TV 7z, while ST & A is the subject
L7z,

thoughts. / 5 L is the archaic literary form of the adjec-

is mightier than the sword

The phrase Z2EIZFEEL V5L is a pun on the pro-
verb X UIRN & V) 5R L pen wa ken yori tsuyoshi “The pen

23
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11
D

WHEEITL L. PICIEAED F—F

& BT 5 & akeru to when (Sko) opened / WX naka ni

wa inside / 7N rokko six (roundish objects)

:% In full, this sentence would end ~EHD N —F 2 53 - 7-.

1
CHRE R B 005 nd) &
13 3

A\

LSy DEEEID IR L TBN .

FE 72075 ikko dake nara if only one (doughnut is
missing) / S\ TENRD ssoide tabern to eat in a hurry /
/X 7 package / 3 futa cover | AV neniri ni
carefully; meticulously / JCIZHE L TBV 72 moto ni modo-
shite oita reclosed (the package); [lit.] returned (the cover)
to its original position (in preparation for Fko’s return)

B OhOR\ w 5505 wakarn | BT e 2 sogu /
LT w &Y modosu | B\72 w B<

-£ The particle & is used in two distinct meanings in this
sentence. The first & can be called the “quoting” & ; it is
used to report speech, names, or, in this case, thoughts.
The quoting & often appears with the verb 5 ) “to say”
or 9 “to think”; it is also used in 1g and 1h, for exam-
ple. The second & is the “sequential” & ; it shows that
one action follows another. Examples of the sequential &
appear in 1i and 1k.
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X Sko’s impulsive doughnut eating is the 7 %[+ men-

tioned in the story’s title.

1k
L Ly Ld SA T LRy
) LIS E, WErLRLE, F—F

V2

ey

E9)]

E

Sim o E TATC Az
DEZRIT T, WETIZE> Two 7z,

Z 9 EAXHNS 8l 50 to wa shiranu shittome her mother-
inlaw, who didn’t know about that / B0 HR % &
sanpo kara modoru to when (she) returned from her walk /
$2IF T sagete carrying / i /T manzokuge ni with a
satisfied look / Jit > T\ 7= kaette itta went home

S w H b shim [ F2TT w 32T 5 sagem / T o
Cw b kaern | 2> 72w 47 < iku

The ¥a ending on %15 ¥ is a more literary version of
the negative suffix 72 \>; %15 ¥a has the same meaning
as 15 72\, / The basic meaning of the verb $&1F 5 is
“to dangle; to let hang.” When the object is a shopping
bag, handbag, or other object with a strap or handle, the
verb is best translated as “to carry.”

25
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3: 7375\ L?

=3,
B

VNN A

koﬂF?é/u Lo,
#1!%@ DI ﬂﬁ‘O\/‘ﬁﬁ‘%jﬁT

& Z A% however (ie., contrary to what was expected or
hoped) / J& - 72 modotta returned / L -2V surely;

without missing a thing / & 1) 72\ tarinai to be lacking;
to be missing / KASDOWTZ ki ga tsutta noticed / n»
because / K% taihen a major crisis

g Ko7z w R

DWWz DL

% modoru | RV 2\ w BV D tarirn /

The adverb L -7V, which modifies (A% 2\ 72, sug-

e A2 S -
gests that F-ko is the type who lets very little get past her
/ As in 1b, the particle @ is a nominalizer, so —1l/£ 1)

5
72\ D means “(the fact) that one doughnut was miss-

tense, it means “because

:
ing.” / Note that the meaning of 7*5 depends on the
form of the verb it follows. After the past or present

[Nz 5 “because she
noticed.” When preceded by the gerund (#) form, how-
ever, it means “after”s WSOV TH 5 “after she no-

ticed.” / The word K% often expresses shock or panic

Someone who finds that the bathtub has overflowed and
soaked the tatami is likely to shout [KZ£72! ] “Oh,
no!” The word’s use in the above sentence expresses Sko’s
sense of impending disaster. / The copula 72 after K%2
has been elided.
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Im

r%T@E/EFﬁ ABIAETHRAT
X_/\,X_/vii/ul,@ﬁxg/v ESY

£y X572 K ERICE A

ﬁo

TA

+ % obigonk

KT D tenka no unsurpassed; leading / Z A7 I A such
E

a mistake / 7% A T (expresses doubt, surprise, or anger) /
ey
under heaven

& 5% < immediately / JE 4 enfn, at lengtil longwind
edly / i kag complaint / #E§ denwa telephone call

el

As the kanji suggest, the original meaning of KT is
,” that is, “the entire country” or “the

world.” When used as a modifer, K T'?® means “widely

known to be the best.” / The traditional pronunciation of
143 in the meaning “ten minutes” is jippun, not juppun
as shown above. While the former pronunciation can be
heard in news broadcasts and the like, the latter 1s more
common in contemporary speech. (When %7 means
“enough; sufficient,” it i
L7

1In

yaN
it is pronounced jibun.) / With the
unstated verb added, this sentence would end .. Jii& D &

K/ EROHYE & T L7,

& {H43% tantosha the person handling the matter / FREILF
L 7Z konmake shita gave up
g MRET L

WRENT S5 konmake suru
more persistent

2 AT T % means “to give up because one’s opponent is

27
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lo
;<$)évx%z§/v EbLw) A W Z /; L9 72w
B A, AT HOF—T Y i R
L »H FAEVWA ¥ IZA L2 7 Z
Ficfiz, BEH LG BOREENFF5A
ri< Lygu
TETHIRICZDTH 5,

& BE] 3 yokuasa (or yokucho) ichiban the first thing the

E2)]

next morning / /N MDD N —F {8 bachijien no
donatsu ikko one 80yen doughnut / 24 KT gosho
dagji ni with infinite care / 8 X kakae holding (his or her
arms around) / B5CR hanbaiin sales clerck / 521 35
uriba sales floor (of the supermarket) / EALHE sekininsha
the manager; the person with senior responsibility / #JE
\Z shazai ni to apologize

Yz wI2 % kakaern | E72 v K% kuru

b

Other combinations with ¥ include . H yokwjitsu “the
next day” and #H yokushi “the next week” / &z is
the stem of ?@,K £ 9 kakaemasu, the present formal of
¥ 2 %. The present formal stem is used to link clauses. /
The difference between Ff5EIZ X 72D T % and just #Ht

|2 & 72 is that the @ followed by the copula T %
indicates that this sentence is an elaboration of the pre-
ceding sentence: it explains what happened after the $H3:4
% gave up in the face of Fko’s complaints.

The term f%%E is so close in form and meaning to the
English “afterlife” that one might think it a loanword. In
fact, though, %K% comes from Buddhism and origi-
nally meant “caring more about the next life than about
this one.” In this story, the meaning is more secular. The
supermarket employees were worried about not the Great
Beyond but the store’s reputation. There’s a bit of sar-
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casm, too, in the use of this full-powered il kango to
describe how someone carried an eighty-yen doughnut.

Ip
MhlzAb 12 U PADTE AV A

)#1_. H#Fﬁﬁét\@o FEH FiEX, WG BIIZFD7-0
fl_ﬁju ’%“(%ﬁﬂt\/\’)o

e

E7)]

F 38 katamichi oneway (trip) / _WEMIA Y nijikan amari
over two hours / 3L kikeba when (Fko) asked / & D
72® for that purpose / FIRFIZ goji ni at five o'clock /
K% W72 ie o deta left home

BV o B < Riku ) 172 v % dem

The opposite of /138 is 48 gfuku “round trip.” / Other
expressions with J7 include /v FC kaiate de “with one
hand” and Jv'5 kataho “one (of a pair).” / After a nu-
merical expression, #% !) means “somewhat more than,”
as in AV janin amari “more than ten people; a
dozen or so people.” / In this sentence, < @72 means
“in order to make the oneway trip of over two hours.” /

The unstated subject of [T 1L 1s F 7.

Nowhere is the gender of the BX5EH specified, nor that
of the H243% or the 72 V) ¥ D H E% Each could be ei-
ther male or female. This ambiguity is often impossible to
maintain in translations into English, in which gender-
specific pronouns are unavoidable.
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1

f? é:ﬂm@ﬂ%ﬁﬁmﬁ/ﬁéﬁb~J
L)

S9N really; as expected / KIS daikangeki greatly
moved; deeply touched

Z 1 “this” refers to the long journey made by the super-
market employees. / The vowel of the exclamation part:-
cle > is lengthened to 7 — wa as emotive emphasis. /
K dai is a prefix meaning “greatly; very much.” / The
particle & here is the quoting & (see 1j). / The verb of
this sentence is J& L 72 kangeki shita, with the L 72
omitted.

1r

@

Ecy

E2)

-E

I LA

KRS T2 AR Ll - 720

BN R ) b

RN yijin friends; acquaintances / WXIE L C[a] - 72
fuicho shite mawatta proclaimed; spread the word

B> 72w [0l 5 mawarn

By itself, "XIfi9" % means “to announce; to spread (news)
widely.” The [0 - 7z emphasizes that Fko told this story
to one person after another.
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1s
DA AZF ) 1L

Lo, FNEBGSTE AL, HEAE.

& YLD A of course / Bl ganmen face /| BH sobaku
pale; pallid

g 72w il < kiku

-£ With the omitted verb replaced, the sentence would end
BRI & H 12 7 o 72 “her face blanched.”

X The kanji & in A H means “blue” or “green.” It also has
the kun reading ao.

1t

Z{ ;«11.3 l_i,L)‘ £ Y /\/_X. - iz 5‘7‘0 L\/\,
DM, BT TR TITZ2 ) & H  gul
LTWwWh,

E T bimitsu secret | Y5 hakaba grave / ¥§-o TITZ 9
& motte ko o to carry away / [ { kataku firmly; reso-
lutely / {400 LT\ 5 kesshin shite iru has decided; has re-

solved
g Fio T w 52 mosu / 1729 w A7 < iku

X Sko’s determination to carry to the grave the secret of her
furtive doughnut eating has two motives. One is her em-
barrassment at having forced the supermarket employees
to take such a long journey for the sake of an 80-yen
doughnut. The other motive, which gives a sharper edge
to this story, is Sko’s continuing fear of what her mother-
in-law would do if she ever found out.
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